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A COMPLETE WHITMAN EDITION 


New York University Press has announced the 
most ambitious project inthe history of Whitman 
scholarship—-no less than a complete Yritings 
of Walt Whitman. The ten-volume edition published 
by the poet’s literary executors in 1902 has 
long been inadequate. It contained the 1892 
Leaves of Grass, the prose collected by Whitman 
under the misleading title of Complete Prose 
Works, some “Notes and Fragments,” Whitman’s 
letters to his mother and Peter Doyle, a list 
of variant readings in the different editions 
of Leaves cf Grass, and a fairly extensive 
bibliography. 

Since 1902 enough of Whitman’s journalistic 
writiugs to fill several volumes has been re- 
covered and much of it published in various 
ways, especially by the dean of Whitman scholars, 
Emory Holloway. Many manuscripts, including 
fragments of poems not in “Notes and Fragments” 
and even two or three whole unpublished poems, 
have been discovered. Except for the two col- 
lections inthe 1902 edition and a few letters 
published in scholarly journals, Whitman’s 
letters have never been edited. Professor Rollo 
G. Silver, of Simmons College, spent a number 
of years comiling a list of Whitman letters. 
His colleague, Professor Fdwin H. Miller, has 
now taken over this task and to date has located 
about 3,000 letters—a check list of which he 
will publish shortly. The letters will fill 
several volumes of the new edition of Whitman’s 
Writings. 

One of the thorniest problems in the new 
edition will be a variorum Leaves of Grass. 
Triges prepared the “Variorum Readings” for 
the 1902 edition, and Holloway later revised 
it for his “Inclusive” edition of Leaves of 
Grass. Triggs included a few manuscript readings 
but not many. He did not include any of the 
variants in mgazine versions, nor are his 
variants complete for all the editions. A more 
important problem is what text to use as stand- 
ard, A variorum Worisworth prints the first 
and last versions of the poems on facing pages. 
Whitman not only revised manv of his poems 
extensively, sometimes threush half a dozen 
or more versions, but he aso separated and 
combined poems under new tit’es. And then. how 
much critical interpretation should a variorum 
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Leaves of Grass contain? If executed on the 
scale of the variorum Spenser, or Shakespeare, 
this could run to many volumes. 

The 1902 editicn also contained a fairly 
comprehensive bibliography of both works by 
Whitman and works about him. Since then Whitman 
bibliography has grown enormously. At the time 
of his death the late Clifton Furness had in 
manuscript an extensive Whitman bibliography. 
This can be used as the basis for a new bibliog- 
raphy but will need tobe checked and supplemented, 
since it is now over ten years out of date, Al- 
though a completely comprehensive Whitman 
bibliography is impracticable if not impossible, 
it is planned to devote the last volume of the 
new edition to bibliography and index. 


The following eminent Whitman scholars have 
agreed to serve on an advisory Editorial Board 
for the new Whitman edition: 

Harold Blodgett, professor cf English, Union 

College 

Sculley Bradley, professor of English, Uni- 

versity of Pennsylvania. 

Clarence Gohdes, professor of English, Duke 

University 

Emory Holloway, emeritus professor of English, 

Queens College 

Rollo G. Silver, professor of library science, 

Simmons College 

Floyd Stovall, Edgar Allan Poe professor of 

English, University of Virginia 


The general editor will be Gay Wilson Allen, 
professor of English at New York University, 
who will of course also serve on the Editorial 
Board. This board will meet for the first time 
during the Modern Language Association meeting 
in Chicago, December 26-29. 

Editors of individual volumes will be selected 
by the Editorial Board, and it is hoped to use 
as many of the younger scholars as possible, 
So far no funds have been obtained for editorial 
and research expenses, though New York University 
Press is willing to guarantee publication. With 
publication thus assured, it should be possible 
to solve the editorial problems. The general 
editor would welcome suggestions and rec wmmenda- 


tions, 
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SCHOLARLY PROGRAMS 


The academic world has given concentrated 
attention to Whitman this autumn. On October 
28, when the South-Central Modern Language 
Association met at the University of Texas, 
Professor Martin Shockley, of North Texas State 
College, read a paper on the centennial! called, 
“Leaves of Grass: 1955.” 


On November 25, at the annual meeting of the 
National Council of Teachers of English, which 
took place this year in New York, a symposium, 
under the chairmanship of G. W. Allen, discussed 
“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d,” 
Professor F. DeWolfe Miller, of the University 
of Tennessee, sketched the historical backgrouni 
of the poem, The well-known author and critic, 
Malcolm Cowley, made a critical attack on the 
poem, and Professor Charles T. Davis, of Princeton 
University, defended it as a poetic masterpiece, 
A discussion between the speakers and members of 
the audience then followed, 

The American Literature Group of the Modern 
Language Association has scheduled its morning 
session, to be held in the Red Lacquer Room 
of the Palmer House at Chicago, 11:00 to 12:30 
P.M., December 28, on Whitman. The program is 
as follows: 


“Plans and Improvisation in the Structure of 
Leaves of Grass,” by Harold W. Blodgett, Union 
College 


” 


“Recurring Images in Leaves of Grass,” James 


E. Miller, Jr., University of Nebraska 
“Whitman’s ‘Lilacs’ and the Tradition of Pas- 
toral Elegy,” R. P. Adams, Tulane University 


“Tentative Definition of Whitman’s Typical 
Poetic Line.” Milton Hindus, Brandeis Univer- 
sity 

At the luncheon of the American Literature 
Group, to be held in the Illinois Room of the 
Palmer House, Professor Charles A. Alien, edi- 
tor of the Stanford University Press, will speak 
on “The Whitman Centenary: A Publisher’s View.” 
The reception of the many Whitman books published 
during the year will be analyzed and recom- 
mendations made for future scholarly publication, 
In the afternoon session of 


this grour 


one 


paper will be partly on Whitman: “The Platonism 
of Walt Whitman and T. S. Eliot,” by M. FE. 
Grenander, State University of New York, at 


Albany. The chairman of the American Literature 
Group this is G. W. Allen. 

Throughout the autumn many colleges and uni- 
their own, QO 


iversity, Bloomington, 


year 


versities had Whitman programs of 
October 13, Indiana | 
opened its annual 
tribute to Whitman 
of the University 
“Walt Whitman: A Cen 


lect -entennial 


Bradley, 


On October 27 Douglass C New Brunswick, 


N.J., sponsored a Whitman program, under the 

direction of Professor Oral S. Coad, at which 
n spoke, 

On November 30 the local chapter of the 


American Assoc 
at Pratt Insti 


afternoon progr 


Professors 


devoted an 


talks by 
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Cieveland Rodgers, former editor of the Hrooklyn 
Eagle anf an authority on Brooklyn history, and 
G. W. Allen. Mr. Rodgers is writing a book on 
Whitman’s life in Brooklyn, He is also president 
of the Walt Whitman Birthplace Associetion and 
has been influential in getting the new city 
park, near the place where the first Leaves of 
Grass was printed, named for the poet. : 


WHITMAN ABROAD 


Only scanty information of Whitman observances 
abroad is at present available, but the Feinberg 
exhibit was sent to South America, and the 
United States Information Agency in Washington 
reports 

“Mr. Bastian, the Public Affairs Officer in 

Quito [Ecuador], says that interest in the 

Whitman exhibit in that city was heightened 

by a special radio program dramatizing the 

life of Whitman, a pamphlet printed by the 

Casa de laCultura featuring the translation 

of Whitman by the Ecuadorean poet-critic 

Francisco Alexander, and recitations given 

at the Casa by an Ecuadorean diseur.” 


The editor of the WALT WHITWAN NEWSLETTER 
was sent by the State Department to Japan to 
take part in the annua! seminar at Nagano and 
then to lecture on Whitman in the American 
Cultural Centers. The Nagano seminar was attended 
by approximately fifty Japanese professors of 
English and American literature in colleges 
and universities of Japan. The State Department 
also sent William Faulkner to Nagano, and the 
two writers especially studied were, therefore, 
Whitman and Faulkner. Mr. Faulkner gave in- 
formal talks for approximately ten days, and 
Mr. Allen gave five lectures on Whitman. 

At Hiroshima a half-day Whitman program was 
given, with a two-hour lecture on “Whitman in 
Japan” (given in Japanese) by the noted trans- 
lator, Shigetaka Naganuma, and an hour lecture 
on “Whitman, the Man and His Poetry,” by Allen. 
Other places where lectures were given by the 


latter included Tokyo (three), Nagoya, Kyoto, 
Niigata, Akita, Sendai, Matsuhama, Fukioka, 
and Nagasaki. 

WHITMAN IN FRANCE 


Roger Asselineau, 
American 


professor of English and 
literature at the University of Lyon 
and author of an outstanding book on Whitman 
L’Fvolution de Walt premwere 


Whitman apres la 


edition des Feuilles d’Herbe (Paris: Didier, 
1954 writes the following report fromFrance 
“The centenary of the first edition of Leaves 


f Grass has passed almost 
country, except 
The latter, 
form (cf. 


unnoticed in this 
by professors and Communists, 
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wet Literature, No. 7), have de- 
voted to Whitman a their 
literary review, (October number), 
which contains the following contributions 
Maurice Herra, ‘Les Feuilles d’ Herbe en Europe 
et en Amérique latine’: Renaud de Jouvenel, 
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Baralgette,* 
"AS to the 


brated the 


Special issue of 


Paul 


have cele- 


in their 


professors, they 


centenary of L. of 


| 
2 
‘ 
of 
nor 
yea 
Pub 
N.Y 
Lit 
Lit 
Lib 
los 
sit 
m1 
Lib 
son 
Mic 
Wis 
Tac 
Lib 
ut 
of | 
Mar 
Col 
I 
the 
ey 
who spoke on Lib 
Wis. 
for 
Lib 
N.Y 
Ohi 
sit 
ion of hivesiyy mil 
| ite, Brooklyn, V.Y., 


own special way by putting Whitman’s works 
on the syllabus of the ‘agrégation’ for next 
year, a very stiff national competition for 
the selection of ‘lycée’ teachers. Besides, 
the Revue de Littérature Comparée will de- 
vote part of itsnext issue to Whitman (Octo- 
ber-December number), which will contain an 
article on ‘Whitman and Wordsworth’ by myself. 


“There was to be a Whitman exhibition in 
Paris (consisting mainly of the photostats of 
holographs belonging to Charles E. Feinberg). 
Unfortunately, as the iibrary of the U. S, 
Information Service had to move to rather 
cramped quarters last July, it had to be 
postponed until more favorable times. But 
it will soon be displayed in Lyon, Grenoble, 
and other university towns. 

“The Mercure de France publishing firm has 
just announced the reprinting of Bazalgette’s 
two volume translation of Leaves of Grass 
and the Belles Lettres wil] publish early 
next year a new translation which I have 
prepared, consisting of a three hundred 
page selection withacritical introduction.” 


THE TRAVELING EXHIBITS 


Of all the Walt Whitman celebrations and 
special events in honor of the first centennial 
of Leaves of Grass, the exhibits prepared and 
contributed by Charles E. Feinberg, of Detroit, 
have undoubtedly traveled farthest and reached 
more people than any other observance of the 
year. In previous numbers of the WALT WHITWAN 
NEMSLETTFF we nrinted the route lists through 
June, Since then the exhibits have been dis- 
played at the Public Library of Newark, N.J.; 
Public Liurary of New Rochelle, N.Y.; Manhasset 
Public Library, N.Y.; Long Beach Public Library, 
N.Y.; Passaic Public Library, N.J.; Oregon State 
Library, Salem, Ore.; Colorado State College 
Library, Greeley, Colo.; Hutchinson Public 
Library, Kan.; Westside Jewish Community Center, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


In September it was displayed at the Univer- 
sity of Kansas City Library, the University of 
Illinois Library, ami Louisiana State University 
Library. Also at the Pree Public Library, Pater- 
son, N.J.; Houston Public Library, Tex.; Central 
Michigan College Library, Mount Pleasant, WMich.; 
Wisconsin State College Library, Whitewater, Wis.; 
Tacoma Public Library, “ash.; Yankton College 
Library, Yankton, S.D.; the Public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Ohio; University 
of St. Thomas, Houston, Tex.; Mars Hill College, 
Mars Hill, N.C.; and Willimantic State Teachers 
College, Willimantic, Conn. 

In October the exhibit visited the Henry Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Mich.; 
the Library of Wilberforce, Ohio; Carleton College 
Library, Northfield, Minn.; Roosevelt University 
Library, Chicago; Wisconsin State College, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Department of English, University of Cali- 
fornia, Goleta, Calif; University of Nebraska 
Library; the Canisius College Library, Buffalo, 
N.Y.; Ohio State University Library, Columbus, 
Ohio; State Teachers College of the State Univer- 
sity of New York, New Paltz, N.Y.; Hobart and 
William smith Colleges, Geneva, N.Y.; Wofford 
College Library, Spartanburg, S.C.; Vail Memorial 
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Library, Lincoln University, Pa.; New Jersey 
State Teachers College, Glassboro, N.J. 

During November and December the exhibit may 
be seen at the following places, with the person 
in charge indicated: 


Route List for November 
Miss Gladys M. Smith, Librarian 
Winthrop College 
Rock Hill, S.C. 
Miss Verdelle V. Bradley 
Virginia Union University Library 
Richmond, Va. 
Miss Virginia Turrentine, 
Maryville College 
Maryville, Tenn. 
Miss Lucy Phillips 
Snow College 
Ephraim, Utah 


Mrs. Prances R. Brandenburg, Reference 
Librarian 

Hood College 

Frederick, Md. 

Mr. H. A. Brubaker, Librarian 

Lawrence College 

Appleton, Wis. 


Librarian 


Mr. Ralph “Munn, Director 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburg 
4400 Forbes Street 

Pittsburg 13, Pa. 

Mr. David J. WeWilliams 
University of Puerto Rico 
Rio Pudras, P.R. 


Miss Faye Champion 
Paducah Junior Col lege 
707 Broadway 

Paducah, Ky. 


Miss Irene Steid]l 
State University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 


Miss Eleanor B. Scott 
Flora MacDonald College 
Red Springs, N.C. 


Professor Martin Shockley 
North Texas State College 
Denton, Tex. 

Mr. N. Orwin Rush 

The University of Wyoming 
~aramie, Wyo. 


Route List for December 
Mr. A. Moffit 
The University of Texas 
Austin 12, Tex. 


Mrs. Grace P. Hey 

William H, Hal] Free Library 
Edgewood, R.I. 

Mr. Arna Bontemps 

Fisk University 

Nashville 8, Tenn. 

Vr. “arvin A. Miller 
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, Ark. 

Miss Bertha L. Bard 


Cooper Union for the Advancement of 
Science end Art 
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Cooper Square 
New York 3, N.Y. 


Mr. J. T. Glass 
Harding College 
Searcy, Ark. 


Department of Reference and 
Bibliography 

The University of Florida Libraries 

Gainesville, Fla. 


Mr. Robertson Strawn 
Kansas State Teachers College 
Pittsburg, Kan. 


Miss Ruth Foster 
Public Library 

244 W. Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Mich. 


Mr. Warren Tracy 
Stewart Memorial Library 
Coe College 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Mr. George Hanson 
Olivet College 
Olivet, Mich, 


Mr. Robert W. Oram 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, Mo. 


Miss Hilda Harris 
Public Library 
Haverhill, Mass. 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER 


The first Whitman book to appear in 1955 was 
Leaves of Grass One Hundred Years After, edited 
by Milton Hindus and published by Stanford Uni- 
versity Press. Containing essays by William 
Carlos Williams, Richard Chase, Leslie A, Fiedler, 
Kenneth Burke, David Daiches, and Middleton 
Murry, it has been extensively reviewed and 
commented upon, some critics preferring one 
essay, some another, and some none of them. The 
last paragraph of the two-column review in the 
September 30 number of the London Times Literary 
Supplement may interest American Whitmanites 


“Wr. Yurry ha tr k with the scey 


His essa} 


PUBLICATION OF WHITMAN MANUSCRIPTS 


Through the generosity of Clifton Waller Barrett, 
of New York, and the scholarly competence and 
industry of Professor Fredson Bowers, of the 
University of Virginia, the valuable holographs 
of most of the poems in the third edition of 
Leaves of Grass have now been made available 
to the public. 

Before Whitman was offered a contract by the 
Boston firm of Thayer and Eldridge for a third 
edition of his poems, he turned over many holo- 
graphs to his friends, the Rome brothers, who 
had printed his first edition, to set in type, 
Precisely what Whitman’s plans were cannot be 
determined, though perhaps he was merely using 
this method to obtain proof sheet copies of his 
poems. A printer himself, he always liked to 
see his poems in type, and made many of his 
revisions on proof sheets, At any rate, the Rome 
brothers carefv'ly preserved te holographs, 
which were handed down to their heirs. After 
passing through several hands, they were purchased, 
several years ago, by Mr. Barrett. 


Mr, Barrett, a native of Alexandria, Va., anda 
graduate of the University of Virginia, loaned these 
valuable manuscripts to the University of Virginia 
Library. As it happens, the University of Virginia 
has one of the most distinguished bibl iographers 
in the English-speaking world, Professor Bowers, 
His specialty is Shakespeare and the Elizabethan 
period, but bibliographical techniques are appli- 
cable in all field of literary scholarship. He 
was able to organize the manuscripts, deduce 
chronological relationships, and publish a defini- 
tive text of them. 

The book is called Whitman’s Manuscripts: 
Leaves of Grass (1860), A Parallel Text, edited 
with Notes and Introduction, It was published 
last summer by The University of Chicago Press 
at $12.50. The Foreword, Introduction, and so 
forth runs to 74 pages and the text to 264 pages. 

Whitman did not use either these manuscripts 
or the proof sheets for his Boston (third) edi- 
tion, but this adds to their value because they 
reveal the growth of many poems in the third 
edition, One of the most interesting is ‘Proto- 
Leaf,” later, after further revision, called 
“Starting from Paumanok.” S3ut equally important 
is the growth of the “Calamus” poems that this 
edition, and Professor Bowers’ notes, reveals, 
It is not a book for idle amusement but will 
prove invaluable for scholars, 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


This publication was undertaken to co-ordinate 
and disseminate information about Whitman 
activities during the first centennial of 
Leaves of Grass, 1955. A number of readers 
have written that they would like to see it 

zing the WALT WHITMAN NEWSLETTER beyond 
his issue. He would like to thank all who 
have made it possible during 1955, and especially 
Professor Nathan Resnick, of Long Island Uni- 
versity, who kept track of Wr. Feinberg’s ex- 
hibits, and New York University Press, which 
generously financed, printed, and distributed 
it gratis. 
In the words of our poet, “So long!” 


but the editor has no plans for 


Lor T 


. 
‘3 
i ingenuitie f the earlier part of the volume, 
is a forthright panegyric on Whitma 
~ as the prophet of democracy—democracy as a 
“— religious faith. He sounds very old-fashioned 
4 in this company; but surely if Whitman 1s to be 
if praised it must be ultimately on some suct . 
ground as these. Vr. Hindus in his introduction fC ‘ 
ms seems to fee] so: and he also regrets the neglect 
by the other contributors of Whitman as the prophet 
sf ic Surely he sr ht here t . The 
f America, ire | i gt 
4 myth of the brotherhood of man, and the subsiqi 
‘a ary myth of America, are not manifestations of 
ae the humar irit that can be easily discounted. 
Pe Whitman’s importance is not to be explained by 
ae psychopathology, hardly even by literary history. ; 
* He is great because he ntributed in these tw gi 
cowerful myths a vivid, concrete, individua 
is vision, It is no use being nervous abou f 
vantent of Whitean’ s otry: al e can 
ee praise him if one is afraid of the plain rny 
hardly have cared for othe 
ruth. 
bse praise, and to play spillikins on his grave is 
Ss the idlest of occupations.” 
4 [18] 
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t NEW YORK UNIVERSITY PRESS ANNOUNCES OWE OF THE MOST AMBITIOUS PUBLISHING PROJECTS 
4 OW AN AMERICAN POET EVER UNDERTAKEN - - 
m The Writings of Walt Whitman 
s An edition of 12 volumes, it will contain about twice as much material as appeared in the only pre- 
f vious edition published in 1902. 
e General editor: Gay Wilson Allen, New York University, author of the prize-winning biography of 
Walt Whitman, The Solitary Singer. 
e Other members of the editorial board, who will select the editors of the widividual volumes: 
“4 
a Harold K. Blodgett, Union College, author Rollo G. Silver, Simmons College, Boston, 
of in and editor of noted Whitman scholar and bibliographer 
0 3 
e Best of Walt Whitman Floyd Stovall, University of Virginia, : 
je Clarence G. Gohdes, Duke University, edi- editor of Walt Whitman: Representative i 
ye tor of the magazine American Literature Selections. 
ad Sculley Bradley, professor of English 
is Bory Holloway, whose Whitman, a biography, University of Pennsylvania, editor of 4 
x won the Pulitzer Prize in 1927 several Whitman volumes a 
Ss 
" THE FIRST TWO VOLUMES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE SPRING OF 1957. The entire edition will be available 
5 within five or six years. a 
r The edition will probably include: 
4, Final text (“deathbed” edition) of Leaves Essays and short stories, among them those 
of Grass published in magazines before 1855, his 
temperance novel, Franklin Evans 
a | Variorum edition of Leaves of Grass, in- 
. | cluding the several prefaces, trial lines, Editorials andarticles for the Brooklyn Eagle, 
} and unpublished versions of many of the Brooklyn Times, and other newspapers 
4 | poems, variant readings, critical notes on 
& | the poems, and a table of title changes Notebooks, diaries, letters; bitliography 
. A great deal of this material has never been brought together in a single work. Some of it hes never 
been edited or arranged in any order convenient to the scholar or lay reader. A considerable amount has 
n never been published. 


P NOTE: Since the first announcement of the new edition of The Writings of Walt 
Whitman, to be published by the New York University Press, I have changed 
my status from Editor to Managing Editor. In this position I am directing the 
planning of the edition and assignment of editors for individual volumes. As 
soon as manuscripts are completed, Professor Sculley Bradley, Vice Provost of 
the University of Pennsylvania, will take over as Editor and will supervise the 
edition through the press. 
G. W. ALLEN 


WALT WHITMAN'S POEMS: SELECTIONS WITH 
CRITICAL AIDS by Gay Wilson Allen and Charles 


vavi 


“Most Whitman scholarship has been directed 


a 
toward the man... here the emphasis is 
almost entirely upon the poems themselves 
and their lengthy explication should 
prove very useful 
Allen and Davis ¢ 
trit to Whitman crit 


-Library Journal 


Whitman's work. New Books Appraised 
ustomarl 
the poems as 


“...it will help any reader to amore . 
thorough understanding of the poetry.” 


-The Saturday Review 


work, In addition to the general opening 
riticism, a Critical Note of interpreta- 
tion and evaluation follows each poem, The 


book is inteuded for both the general reader 
and the special student. 


280 pages. Index, bibliography, $3.75 
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4 
personality. Messrs. Allen and Davis strive pie” an 
to evaluate the poems as poems, treating | ee 
specifically the problems of why and in what i. 
way Whitman’s greatest successes differ | 3 elie 
from finished and more sentimental 
a 


These issues of the Walt Whitman Newsletter have been set up and 
reproduced by offset by the Aronsson Printing Company in Detroit, 


Michigan. 
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